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Cromwell that he had divulged to her what the
King  had  said  about  the  marriage ; but,  so  far
from doing so, he had steadily avoided compliance
with   her  oft-repeated  requests  for  an   interview
with him.    Shortly before Cromwell's fall, Henry
had complained to him that Anne's temper was
becoming  tart; and then  Cromwell thought  well
to  warn  her  through  her  Chamberlain  that  she
should try  to please the  King more.   The  poor
woman,   desirous   of   doing   right,   tactlessly   flew
to  the  other  extreme,  and  her  cloying  fondness
aroused Henry's suspicion that Cromwell had in-
formed her of his intention to get rid of her.    Anne's
Lutheranisnij moreover, had begun to grate upon
the tender conscience of her husband under the
prompting of   the   Catholic   party;  although   she
scrupulously followed the English ritual, and later
became   a  professed   Catholic; and   to   all   these
reasons which now made Henry doubly anxious
for prompt release, was added another more powerful
than any.    One of Anne's maids of honour was
a very beautiful girl of about eighteen, Katharine,
the  orphan  daughter  of  Lord  Edmund  Howard,,
brother of the Duke of Norfolk, and consequently
first   cousin   of   Anne   Boleyn.    During   the   first
months of his unsatisfying union with Anne, Henry's
eyes must have been cast covetously upon Kath-
arine; for in April 1540 she received a grant from
him of a certain felon's property, and in the follow-
ing month  twenty-three quilts of quilted sarsnet
were given to her out of the royal wardrobe.   When
Cromwell was still awaiting Ms fate in the Tower,
and whispers were rife of what was intended against
the Queen, Marillac the observant French ambassador